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Reviewed March 2026 

 

Coded Craft Risk Assessment 

This risk assessment has been written considering the risks that could be expected on board our vessels.  Due to the nature of these activities there may situations out of 

the ordinary or not considered here, in this case staff should follow the dynamic risk assessment template. 

This risk Assessment is written to consider the risks involved with the specific activities and does not cover those things considered to be common sense. 

A safety brief will be given to passengers before the boat departs and we would ask that all passengers pay full attention to this, Group Leaders should ensure that their 

group pay attention.  Full emergency procedures are detailed in our Safety Management Document. We do not allow anyone considered intoxicated to board the vessel 

and if you have consumed any alcohol before your trip, it is your duty to inform the Skipper before the boat departs. 

Emergencies requiring assistance by the emergency services will be called in the usual way by contacting the coastguard on the DSC VHF and if appropriate by dialling 999 / 

112 by the skipper or crew.  The nearest A&E department is at Bangor Hospital Ysbyty Gwynedd.  

Licensing & Safety 

We are fully licensed and insured; certification is available to view on request and on display where required. 

All our Skippers are experienced and commercially qualified and have completed first aid training. Our skippers monitor available weather forecasts and tidal conditions.   

All our coded vessels carry the mandatory safety equipment to comply with our licensing and coding requirements.  

Accessibility 

At Seacoast Safaris we encourage visits by individuals and groups, regardless of physical or mental ability or disability, however our boats do not have full disabled access, 

please read our access statement or contact us to discuss access requirements.  

Groups of children should be supervised by sufficient number of responsible adults throughout their visit, as a minimum we would request: 

1 Adult for every 6 children (Years 1-3);  1 Adult for every 10 children (Years 4-6);  1 Adult for every 15 children (Years 7+)  

In the case of very young children, children with special needs or vulnerable adults, the supervision level may be considerably higher than this, staffing ratios are at the 

schools/LEAs discretion. Unaccompanied children are not permitted on-board. 

Our risk assessment commences from the time of boarding our vessels. Most LEAs and schools have their own risk assessment covering travel to and from venues outside 

the classroom and CRT LTD cannot manage the risks during these phases of your visit.  
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Before commencing any activities, the master must consider the variables such as weather, weather forecast, tides, conditions and expected conditions for the 

operation and duration of the activity, the dynamic risk assessment template may be used to help assess these risks. 

 

Activity Risks considered Consequences Consequence 
level 

Likelihood Control Measures Risk Level 
after controls 

Boarding and disembarking 
the vessel 

Tripping over 
ropes or bollards 
or slipping on wet 
surfaces. 

Falling on the landing 
stage. 
Falling into the boat.  
Slipping. 
Leading to injury such as 
bruising, sprain, broken 
bone or head injury. 

Medium Medium Ropes are tied securely and loose rope 
is kept tidy. 
Where hand rails are provided they 
should be used and staff are on hand 
to assist passengers during boarding, 
once onboard the deck is covered in a 
nonslip surface. 

Low  

Falling from the 
edge between 
boat and 
pontoon.  
 

Falling into the water 
Cold water shock 
Drowning 
Crushing 

High Medium The boat is tied to the pontoon at a 
close enough proximity to minimise 
this risk as much as possible.  Boarding 
instructions will be given prior to 
boarding. 
People boarding should use any 
handrails or platforms available. 
Boarding and disembarking must not 
proceed until the skipper has 
authorised it, passengers should board 
and disembark one at a time. 

Low 

Boarding from the 
beach/shore 

Using the 
dropdown bow 

Trapped fingers Medium Medium Only trained staff should operate the 
dropdown bow. 

Low 

Boarding via the 
dropdown bow 

Slipping, leading to injury 
such as bruising, sprain, 
broken bone or head 
injury. 

Medium Medium Boarding instructions will be given and 
crew will assist.   

Low 

Swell/surge/wash Boat motion 
Board siding 
Engine grounding 
Boat impacting people. 
Damage to the boat. 

High Medium Boarding and disembarking from the 
shore should only take place during 
appropriate conditions. 
Crew to keep a watch for wash of 
other vessels and pull away if 
necessary.  

Low 
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Activity Risks considered Consequences Consequence 
level 

Likelihood Control Measures Risk Level 
after controls 

Coming alongside Contacting the 
pontoon 

Sudden jolt, falls leading to 
injury such as bruising, 
sprain, broken bone or 
head injury. 
Trapped limbs – crushing 
injury. 

Medium Low Correct use of fenders. 
Passengers will be instructed to 
remain seated and keep everything 
inside the vessel. 

Low 

Throwing lines 

Getting hit by a 
line. 
 
Line becoming 
entangled around 
propeller. 

Minor injury to any body 
part 
 
Damage to vessel, loss of 
propulsion or steering 

Medium Medium Warning to be given before a line is 
thrown. 
 
Throw lines away from propeller and 
inform master immediately if the line 
enters the water. 

Low 

Handling lines 

Friction burn. 
 
Fingers, hands or 
limbs getting 
trapped or 
crushed. 
 
Getting entangled 
in lines. 

Burn to any body part in 
contact with running line. 
 
Crushing injury to part 
trapped in line. 
 
Tangled and trapped in the 
line, possibly getting 
dragged into the water; 
cold water shock 
drowning. 

High Medium Crew trained how to handle lines 
properly, not allow lines to run 
through hands or to try and stop a 
running line. 
 
Crew taught to keep lines tidy. 
 
Crew taught not to step into and to 
keep feet clear of lines on the deck. 

Low 

While Afloat or Underway 
 

Boat Motion Passengers falling when 
the boat moves leading to 
injury such as bruising, 
sprain, broken bone or 
head injury. 

Medium Medium Passengers will be informed about the 
expected sea conditions during the 
initial safety briefing, passengers are 
instructed to hold on to rails/handles 
when moving around the boat. 
If conditions change during the trip 
then passengers will be informed, if 
necessary the vessel will return to 
port. 

Low 

Biohazards Coming into contact with 
bird faeces or other 
rubbish leading to illness. 

Medium Medium Staff will check and clean the vessel 
before boarding passengers and 
throughout the day. Cleaning 
equipment available. 

Low 
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Activity Risks considered Consequences Consequence 
level 

Likelihood Control Measures Risk Level 
after controls 

Emergency 

Collision 
MOB 
Grounding 
Sinking 
Fire 
Life raft 
deployment 

Sudden unpredicted 
movement of the vessel 
leading to impact injury 
such as bruising, sprain, 
broken bone or head 
injury. 
 
Person entering the water, 
cold water shock, 
drowning. 
 
Smoke inhalation or burns. 
 
Damage to the vessel. 

High Low The vessel carries all the regulatory 
safety equipment.  A safety briefing 
will be given at the start. Detailed 
procedures for action to be taken in 
emergency situations are outlined in 
our Safety Management System all 
crew are trained and must participate 
in emergency drills.  
Appropriate clothing and PPE should 
be worn in emergency. 
Crew to following instructions from 
SMS. 

Low 

Equipment failure 

Steering 
failure/Propulsion 
failure/ prop 
entanglement 

Vessel stranded. 
Vessel out of control 
leading to collision or 
grounding etc. see above 

High Low Staff trained and SMS in place 
detailing procedures for equipment 
failure.  Training drills performed and 
staff should follow their training. 

Low 

Loss of 
communication 
with shore 

Unable to get message or 
help in emergency. 
 
Emergency services called 
and deployed 
unnecessarily if alarm 
raised by shore crew. 

Medium Low Back up comms are carried including 
personal mobile phones.  Signalling 
equipment is carried and crew are 
trained in its use. 
Vessel should have an ETA logged with 
shore, every effort should be made to 
make communication by that time 
once ashore. 
If possible Vessel to make contact with 
other vessels in immediate. 
Vessel to consider the nearest safe 
haven and make contact with ashore 
personnel. 

Low 

Fuelling 

Fire 
 
Pollution 

Vessel on fire, personnel 
suffering burns or smoke 
inhalation 
Fuel spillage getting into 
the environment 

High Medium No smoking or sources of ignition 
during fuelling activities. 
Used only approved fuelling 
equipment. 
Ensure spill kit is to hand. 

Low 
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Activity Risks considered Consequences Consequence 
level 

Likelihood Control Measures Risk Level 
after controls 

Bad Weather 

Sea sickness Dehydration and being too 
unwell to carry out duties 

Medium Medium Trips will only run if safe to do so, but 
in certain conditions the sea will be 
rougher than others.   
Weather forecasts and tide tables will 
help the skipper predict the expected 
sea conditions which can be 
communicated to passengers. 
Persons who knowingly suffer from 
seasickness may take medication. 

Low 

Cold weather and 
wind chill.  
 
Getting wet.  
 
Exposure to 
direct sun. 

Hypothermia. 
 
Sun burn or sun stroke. 

Medium Medium Passengers are advised to wear 
suitable clothing. If extreme cold/heat 
is expected, it will communicated 
during the initial safety briefing. 
Passengers are advised to wear 
suitable clothing. There are sheltered 
areas on the boat.  Some coats may be 
available on board the vessel.   

Low 

Fog Reduced visibility.  
 
Collision with other 
vessels. 

High Medium GPS must be turned on and where 
applicable local charts on-board. Listen 
for fog signals from other vessels or 
navigation marks. Speed restricted, 
skippers are familiar with the local and 
navigable waters. RADAR and AIS to be 
used. 

Low 

Anchoring 

Falling overboard Cold shock. 
 
Drowning. 

High Medium Clear instruction will be given by the 
master; only trained crew to assist 
with anchoring. 
Appropriate clothing and PPE should 
be worn. 

Low 

Hauling the 
anchor 

Muscular skeletal injury 
 
Trapped body parts 

Medium Medium Appropriate manning and use of 
hauling equipment. 
 
Only trained crew to assist with 
hauling the anchor. 

Low 
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Activity Risks considered Consequences Consequence 
level 

Likelihood Control Measures Risk Level 
after controls 

Picking up mooring 

Injury from lifting 
or trapping 
fingers or limbs. 
Entanglement in 
lines. 
Falling overboard 

Muscular Skeletal injury. 
 
Crushing injury. 
 
Cold water shock. 
 
Drowning. 

High Medium Training must be given and completed 
by any crew assisting with moorings. 
Ensure body parts are clear from lines 
and lines are NOT wrapped around 
and body part. 
Ensure the weight of the mooring in 
manageable for the person(s). 
Ensure you have the correct manning 
for the conditions. 

Low 

Filming work 

Use of equipment 
while on board 
 
See also loading 
of equipment 

Using equipment while 
afloat may increase the 
risk of sea sickness (see 
above) 
Equipment on the deck 
may increase the risk of 
trips and falls. 

Medium Medium Check expected conditions and advise 
the film crew in advance. Sea sickness 
medication available from local 
pharmancy. 
 
Ensure all equipment is stowed 
properly and keep walkways clear. 

Low 

Safety boat work 

In addition to the 
other risks 
considered here, 
consider nature 
of safety boat 
work and training 
of the crew 

Additional risks would be 
dependent on the nature 
of the work, most events 
should be covered within 
this risk assessment.  

Medium Low Crew must be briefed on the nature of 
the work for which the safety boat is 
required and adequately qualified and 
experienced.  Correct manning for the 
tasks should be considered. 

Low 

Loading Equipment onto the 
vessel 

Manual handling 
of heavy items 
onto vessel 

Muscular skeletal injury. 
 
Dropping items. 
 
Trapped body parts. 

Medium Medium Appropriate manning and lifting 
equipment used suitable to the weight 
and bulk of the equipment. 
Appropriate PPE for example gloves to 
be worn where needed. 

Low 

Deploying & Recovering 
Equipment  

Manual handling 
 

Muscular skeletal injury.  
 
Dropping items. 
 
Trapped body parts. 
 
MOB. 

High Medium Appropriate manning and lifting 
equipment used suitable to the weight 
and bulk of the equipment. 
If overside working is necessary 
lifejacket, harness and lanyard to be 
used. 
Appropriate PPE for example gloves to 
be worn where needed. 

Low 
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Activity Risks considered Consequences Consequence 
level 

Likelihood Control Measures Risk Level 
after controls 

Crew Transfer & Occasional 
pilot boat work 
 
Vessel to vessel transfer – 
static 
 
Vessel to vessel transfer -
underway 
 
Vesel to structure transfer 
(e.g. lighthouse) 

Impact when 
coming alongside. 

Sudden jolt. 
Trapped/crushed limbs. 
 

Medium Medium Correct use of fenders. 
Passengers will be instructed to 
remain seated and keep everything 
inside the vessel. 

Low 

Slips and falls  
MOB 

Cold shock 
Drowning 
Falling between the vessel 
and other vessel/structure 
– crushing injury and 
drowning 
 
Person falling into boat 
and getting impact injury, 
bruises, broken bones, 
head injury. 

High Medium Master to instruct crew if lines need to 
be secured – depending on the type of 
transfer and correct boarding 
equipment to be used. 
Passengers to remain seated until 
instructed and to transfer one at a 
time. 
Crew to assist passengers transferring 
across. 
All personnel involved in transfer 
should wear a PBD and good 
communication maintained. 
Appropriate clothing should be worn. 

Low 

Poor conditions Lines parting 
 
Injury to persons 
 
Damage to vessel 

High Medium Boat to boat transfers ONLY to take 
place if conditions are safe. 

Low 

Wake and wash Smaller boat motion will 
be different to larger boat 
motion – damage to 
vessels, limbs trapped/ 
crushed 
Lines parting 

Medium Medium Crew to anticipate wash and come 
alongside accordingly. 
Crew to keep a look out for other 
vessels that may create a wash. 
Crew to be ready and prepared to pull 
away and abort as needed. 
Good communication maintained 
throughout. 

Low 

Threat of violence 

Intimidation and 
escalation to 
violent act 

Injury. 
 
MOB. 

High Low SMS outlines best practice for dealing 
with unruly passengers. 
Ensure communication channels are 
working and inform persons ashore, 
return to shore immediately. 

Low 
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Activity Risks considered Consequences Consequence 
level 

Likelihood Control Measures Risk Level 
after controls 

Emergency towing 

Lines under load 
 
Lines parting 
 
 
 
Also see: 
Handling lines  
Throwing lines  
Crew transfer  

Lines under load could 
part, break or cause 
damage to anchor point 
leading to recoil of the line 
impacting crew or 
damaging the vessel. 
Impact could potentially 
be fatal. 

High Medium Crew must be trained in emergency 
towing.   
Master must consider the size of the 
vessel to be towed, the conditions and 
experience of the crew. 
Fixing points must be secure and the 
tow line of adequate size and in good 
condition. 
Care must be taken when taking up 
slack and lines must not be allowed to 
snatch. 
Consider the necessity of the tow and 
where the closest safe haven would be 
for the stricken vessel. 

Low/Medium 

Night-time operations 

MOB 
Poor weather and 
sea conditions. 
Cold/Exposure  
Loss of 
communication 
Collision  

Increased risk at night due 
to restricted visibility. 
 
Drowning 
Hypothermia 
Stranding 
Sinking 

High Medium Master and vessel must be licensed to 
operate at night.  
Correct use of navigation equipment, 
AIS, radar and PPE including clothing. 
Ensure DPA knows plan and ETA and 
maintain communication. 
Ensure crew are rested prior to night 
work, are awake and vigilant, maintain 
good watchkeeping. 

Low/Medium 

Training students/crew 

Inexperience 
leading to 
increased risk of 
accident including 
MOB 

Injury 
Cold water shock 
Drowning 

High Medium Clear instruction will be given before 
training element commences and it 
will be supervised by a qualified 
skipper or instructor.   
Appropriate clothing and PPE should 
be worn. 
Skipper/instructor to be in command 
at all times. 

Low 
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Single Handed Operation  

Activity Risks considered Consequences Consequence 
level 

Likelihood Control Measures Risk Level after 
controls 

Operating the 
vessel single 
handed 

Falling over-board 
 

Entering the water and getting 
separated from the vessel with 
no immediate help available. 
Cold water shock 
Drowning 
Propeller lacerations 

High Medium Regulations for single handed 
operations in Workboat Code 
edition 3 followed. 
Section 28.2.5 
 
In open boat wear kill cord 

Low 

Injury or 
incapacitation 
 

Becoming incapacitated and 
unable to operate the vessel. 
Sudden illness 
Injury 

Medium Medium Regulations for single handed 
operations in Workboat Code 
edition 3 followed. 
Section 28.2.5 

Low 

 

Extract from Workboat code edition 3  

28.2.5 In all cases where single handed operations take place the vessel owner/operator and the Master shall be satisfied that it is safe to do so and shall at a minimum 

meet the following requirements: .1 a lifejacket which meets the requirements of 14.4 shall be worn at all times by the Master; .2 a 406 MHz personal locator beacons 

(PLB)101,102 with GPS and a light shall be worn by the Master whilst on the open deck at sea; .3 no overside working shall take place whilst the vessel is being operated 

single handed; .4 details of the time and point of departure, voyage plan and the Expected Time of Arrival (ETA) of every single-handed voyage shall be left with a person 

ashore who shall be notified of the safe arrival on completion of each voyage; .5 communication shall be made with the person ashore or with a vessel in company at 

agreed regular intervals; and .6 all inflatable boats, boats fitted with a buoyant collar, rigid inflatable boats and open boats that achieve planing speed (including tenders) 

shall meet the requirements of 8.8. 

 

 


